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      For Weddings and Baptisms in any of our churches Please contact  Rev’d. Tony Luke  

                                    Prayer Diary 

For your prayers in February 
Aston The residents of Weston Road, Posey Lane and Hilton Gardens. Also CAMEO and the 
Aston Players. 

Barrow The residents of Brookfield and Walnut Close. Also the Youth Group.  

Elvaston  The residents of Oak Road, Thulston. 

Shardlow The residents of Aston Lane and Aults Nook Way. Also the St. James’ Choir. 

Swarkestone  The residents of Bridge Barn and Bridge Farm. 

Twyford The residents of  Twyford.  

Weston The residents of Weston Road and The Pastures. 

The Community Local G.P.s, Community Health services, Social services. 

The Diocese The Peak Deanery. The Board of Education and all Church Schools. 

The Worldwide Church The Provinces of Canada, Central Africa, Central America and The 
Congo. 
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Tony writes 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

It was with a very heavy heart that we made the decision to once again suspend all public worship through-
out the Benefice from the first week in January. 

 

Whilst the Government this time  stopped short of banning public worship (perhaps because of the threats 
of legal action by certain groups in the November lockdown), it seemed to me inappropriate that the Church 
should be seen to be in a privileged situation, when everywhere else, including schools, was shutting down. 
The fact that the new strain of Covid-19 is said to be spreading 70% faster gave us cause to re-evaluate our 
existing risk assessments and question whether it was responsible to encourage people to come together in 
worship, especially as many of our congregation members are in more vulnerable age groups. 

 

I quote from a statement by the Bishop of London, Chair of the CofE Covid-19 response group: 

"The Government guidance makes clear that those attending a place of worship must not mingle with any-
one outside their household or support bubble. However, some may feel that it is currently better not to 
attend in person, and there will be parishes which decide to offer only digital services for the time being. 
Clergy who have concerns, and others who are shielding, should take particular care and stay at home" 

 

In order to protect every member of our congregations, in addition to those leading worship and their fami-
lies, we made the prudent and responsible decision to suspend collective worship for the time being and re-
quested and received exemption from the Bishop from the canonical obligation to offer at least one service a 
week in the Benefice. I have been encouraged that many parish churches and a number of cathedrals, in-
cluding our own, have taken the same action as ourselves. The Bishop’s instruction was that we should con-
tinue to suspend collective worship at least until the end of February. In the meantime we are, of course, 
continuing to offer online services and the church buildings at Aston and Twyford  will continue to be open 
for private prayer. In addition, I am recording a daily reading of The Bible Story by William Neil, which can be 
accessed on my YouTube channel as well as on Facebook. Ed will be resuming the Bible Study on Zoom on 
Wednesday evenings at 7.30 pm and the Sunday afternoon Tea and Chat sessions on Zoom. We will also be 
offering something for Lent on Zoom, as Lent begins on the 17th February. 

With love and prayers for you all. 
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Benefice News 
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BENEFICE 200 CLUB 
 

     The winning numbers for January in today’s draw were:     1st :-  155 ( Aston),  2nd:-  170 (Twyford),  
3rd :- 15 ( Aston). 

If you would like to receive a copy of the magazine by email  rather than in a hard copy please contact me 
on the email address below and I will send you one.   (There is no charge for this, but a donation to your 

local church would be appreciated)  
Please inform me of any detail changes for contacts that are listed on pages 16 and 17 
All material for the March 2021 edition of the magazine to be sent to Joe Nutman at  

jnutman@btinternet.com by Feb 20 please.  
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On Line Services We are continuing to record and post on-line services on both the Aston and the Benefice 
websites. You just need to go to the page entitled “Online worship and prayer.” If you have missed any ser-
vices and want to catch up with these or the readings from The Bible Story, there is also a link to the 
YouTube channel, where you will find the videos of all the services and studies.. 

Facebook Groups. There are now Public Groups on Facebook for All Saints’ and for the Trent and Derwent 
Benefice. Swarkestone and Barrow also have their own Facebook pages. They are a very convenient way of 
keeping in touch and will be even more useful once our services and activities start again. If you are not on 
Facebook or are unfamiliar with or are not used to social media, do contact Tony for advice, if you would 
like to be able to access the church groups.  

Giving 2020 has been a financially challenging time for all our churches, as we have been missing weekly 
collections, fees for weddings/funerals and fundraising events. At the same time, a lot of our regular ex-
penditure continues. If you give regularly by envelope scheme, please let your church treasurer have en-
velopes through their letter-box, if you can manage this. If you do not belong to one of our free-will 
offering schemes, please consider setting aside your normal giving and making a gift to your church 
whenever convenient. You may wish to consider making donations by standing order (have a word with 
your treasurer) or, if you are in Aston or Elvaston parishes, by joining the Parish Giving Scheme. 

Thank you for all your continuing support! 

From the Registers 
Aston 

Funeral:  

21st January (at Trent Valley Crem.)  – Les Brooks (102 yrs)  
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C H I L D R E N ’S  PA G E  

 



Aston  www.astonontrentchurch.org 

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone at All Saints’ for your continued 
generosity during these unprecedented times, when the majority of churches are 
finding it a real financial struggle.  

Many people from the congregation and the wider community have donated  
generously towards the new staircase in the church tower. We are most grateful for this wonderful level of 
support and the names of donors will be recorded in an appropriate place in due course. 
Furthermore, may I say a huge “Thank you” to everyone who has continued supporting the work of All 
Saints’ through your regular giving, even when church services have been suspended. The Gift Aid claim on 
all your gifts has amounted this year to a refund of tax to the amount of £5,800, which is very much the 
same as in 2019, which demonstrates how your regular financial support has continued. The fact that 
around half of the congregation moved onto the Parish Giving Scheme last January has contributed  
enormously to this. Thank You! 
Tony 
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Aston on Trent Women’s Institute 

Good news, some of our WI members have now had their first COVID-19 vaccine at The Derby Arena. It 
is reassuring that the vaccine is being made available to members of our community and this gives us 
hope that we will be able to meet again soon. 

The WI Committee had a Zoom meeting on 5th January. Although it was difficult to put dates in the dia-
ry until we know when the COVID Situation improves, it was lovely to see smiling faces. We discussed 
the potential for future meetings, coffee mornings and planting. The safety of our members is always 
the most important consideration. 

When we know the date of our first meeting back, why not come along and make new friends!  We 
meet at the Memorial Hall on the second Tuesday of each month (except August) at 7:30PM. New 
members and guests are always welcome. 

Information about the first meeting back will be posted on our notice board outside the White Hart 
and various other locations including the War Memorial Hall. 

If any of our members need help with picking up shopping, prescriptions, etc., please contact the  
committee. You are not on your own and you are very much in our thoughts. 

 Aston and Weston Mother’s Union 

 First of all, Hazel was pleased to receive all the subscriptions in good time, so  she has been able 
to complete the accounts and she sends her thanks to everyone. This time last year we couldn’t have 
realised what the year was going to turn out to be like. As Tony said in his January letter, the future is 
always uncertain and at the moment we cannot plan ahead with any certainty, so we must learn to 
take each day as it comes and be thankful for it. 

 During the time there are no services in church; Tony has been recording readings from a book 
which influenced him when he was younger. It is The Bible Story by William Neil and the link is 
www.youtube.com/watch?vUiDluGPAG30. It’s very interestingly written and very well read, of course. 
It is also on Facebook. 

Spring is now on the way, but meanwhile Stay Safe and please continue to look out for each other.  

http://www.astonontrentchurch.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?vUiDluGPAG30


Elvaston                                                                                              
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Barrow 

Shardlow 

Swarkestone  

The New Year in Barrow upon Trent 

What a different start to the year.  Instead of our usual weekly church services,  
craft and tea afternoons and youth group meetings, we are busy planning  
how we can keep in touch with everyone, and when we can start to use the church again. 
As part of our Heritage Fund project, we should be going full steam ahead on a lot of things that we had 
planned for everyone to join in for the next 2 years. What we are now doing is much Zoom work.  A group of 
volunteers have been undergoing training with Derbyshire County Council to earn their Volunteer Passport.  
This gives much information on communication, health and safety etc. 

In addition, we are planning more Zoom meetings over the next few weeks to keep in touch with our friends.  
The first will be a Q&A session about the project, but we also want to include further virtual meetings on her-
itage, a quiz etc.  We hope that these events will help people to connect and keep in touch whilst we wait for 
this nasty disease to come under control. 

Our thoughts are with everyone, especially those who have lost loved ones or have been ill themselves. 



 

Twyford 

St Mary the Virgin. 
Weston on Trent 

Sunday Services 

1st Sunday 10.30 Family Morning Prayer. 

4th Sunday 10.30 Family Communion, 
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February. 

We shall enter the season of lent on the 21/02/21, probably still in some form of lockdown.  Lockdown 

definition :- emergency situation in which people are not allowed to freely enter, leave, or move around in 

a building or area because of danger: 

It has certainly been challenging for the congregation here at St Mary’s.  When services have been per-

mitted, only a few have attended and these services like others in the benefice have also been different. 

With the loss of two major fundraisers, twice monthly services and Easter and Christmas services plus the 

occasional wedding there has been an impact the balance sheet.  If at all possible please keep giving your 

usual collection as this helps towards paying  for insurance, electricity and the common fund. 

Thank you in anticipation. 

Enjoy the forthcoming pancakes and stew. 

16th Shrove Tuesday Pancake day 

17th Ash Wednesday Stew day 

21st 1st Sunday of lent. 

 

European ways to celebrate Shrove Tuesday 

France 
Pancake day is France is called “la Chandeleur” and is celebrated on the 2nd of February. On 
Shrove Tuesday it is known as Mardi Gras or Fat Tuesday, where people eat fatty foods before 
they begin fasting on Ash Wednesday. The French are famous for their delicious crepes, which 
are served both sweet or savoury. 
Spain 
Carnaval starts on Thursday – the week before Ash Wednesday and it is known as the “Day of 
the Omelette” or Dia de la tortilla. The celebrations vary across the country, but it’s generally a 
day of clearing out the pantry of meat and bread and eating a meal as a community. The typical 
meal is an omelette, of course. 
Denmark 
The Danish swap pancakes for buns, and celebrate “Fastelavn” on the last Sunday before lent. 
They have Danish style buns filled with whipped cream and jam – yum! 



 

A thief in Paris planned to steal some Paintings from the Louvre 
After careful planning, he got past security, stole the paintings, and made it safely to his van. 
However, he was captured only two blocks away when his van ran out of fuel. 
When asked how he could mastermind such a crime and then make such an obvious error, he replied, 
'Monsieur, that is the reason I stole the paintings.' 
 I had no Monet 
 To buy Degas 
 To make the Van Gogh.' 

Subject: Copper wire 
  
After having dug to a depth of 10 feet last year, Canadian scientists found traces of copper wire  
dating back 200 years and came to the conclusion that their ancestors already had a telephone  
network more than 150 years ago. 
 
Not to be outdone by their neighbours, in the weeks that followed, an American Archaeologist dug to 
a depth of 20 feet, and shortly after, a story published in the New York Times: 
"American archaeologists, finding traces of 250-year-old copper wire, have concluded that their  
ancestors already had an advanced high-tech communications network 50 years earlier than the  
Canadians". 
 
One week later, the British authorities reported the following: 
"After digging as deep as 30 feet in North Yorkshire, Jack Arkwright, a self-taught archaeologist,  
reported that he found . . . . .  zilch, absolutely nothing! 
Jack has therefore concluded that 250 years ago, Britain had already gone wireless." 
 
Just makes you  proud to be British, doesn't it! 

This picture was given to a Grade 1 class and the children 

were asked to suggest a headline. 

The winning entry was ‘Never swallow your bubblegum’! 
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Euro Tech Security Systems 

Grange Farm Thulston 

Tel: 

01332676748 

07710317688 
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 Beautifully crafted  

     HAND-MADE 

   Tim-
ber windows and 

doors 

Visit our Showroom: 
The Old Church, 31 Nottingham Rd, 

Ripley DE5 3AS 
 

www.timberwindows.com 
Tel: 01773 747456 

www.derwentwindows.co.uk 

Our timber products do not stick, 
warp or twist, require very little 

maintenance, offer modern 
standards of security and  

 

https://www.narrowboatcanalholidayhire.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/KwaHeri.boat/ 

http://uk.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geulwzKM9FKkkA3W1NBQx./SIG=1f09ooiqg/EXP=1171290547/**http%3A/uk.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fuk.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dpolicer%252Blight%2526ei%253DUTF-8%2526fr%253Dslv
http://uk.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geulwzKM9FKkkA3W1NBQx./SIG=1f09ooiqg/EXP=1171290547/**http%3A/uk.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fuk.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dpolicer%252Blight%2526ei%253DUTF-8%2526fr%253Dslv
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A.M.H DECORATING 
Interior & Exterior.  Insured & Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 Adam Henshall 
Tel: 01332 669822  Mob: 07436814786  

A.M.H_DECORATING@MAIL.COM 
       www.facebook.com/amhdecor  

Broadbents 
Solicitors 
25 Iron Gate  

Derby 

Tel:01332 369090 
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Still  space for your ad here! 

£15 for your ad. in 12 issues. Email  

 jnutman@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

Still  space for your ad here! 

£15 for your ad. in 12 issues. Email  

 jnutman@btinternet.com 

At George Simnett Family Funeral Directors our aim is to ‘Honour a Lifetime’. 

My experienced staff and I hope to ensure that all personal requirements, whatever they  

may be, are carried out in a caring, professional manner, with the utmost high standard 

of service and respect. 

Our independent funeral care combines traditional values and beliefs, responsive to the  

needs of all cultures, with a modern approach to making the funeral service an honorary 

celebration of a loved one’s life. 

George E Simnett 
Managing Director 
 
Funerals directed under the personal supervision 
of George Simnett and Ruth Bartlett 

24 hour personal and professional service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Grey Mercedes ceremonial vehicles 

Black Jaguar ceremonial vehicles 

Proud owners of the Land Rover Defender 130 hearse 

Horse drawn carriages and alternatives available 

In house floristry service 

Monthly payment option available 

Offering pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral plans from the 

UK’s largest independent planning provider. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/amhdecor

