
 

On Stream 

The Magazine of  

the Trent and Derwent Churches 
 

www.trentderwentparishes.org   

July 2020 

 

The Transformation Project at Barrow continues apace with the floor being 

removed. Further information and pictures on Page 7. 
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                                    Prayer Diary 

For your prayers in July 

Aston The residents of Moor Lane, Hanger Bank, The Lawns, Little, Far and Big Moorside. Al-

so the work of the Aston Pre-school and the Tiny Tots’ Workshop. 

Barrow The residents of Sinfin Lane. Also the Mum & Toddler Group and The Playgroup. 

Elvaston  The residents of  Silver Lane and Ambaston Lane, Elvaston.  

Shardlow The residents of  Cavendish Close, Long Row and Millfield. Also the Toddler Group. 

Swarkestone  The residents of the Swarkestone Lock and Pingle Lane. 

Twyford The residents of Twyford.  

Weston The residents of Wilmot Avenue and The Green. 

The Community The local pre-school groups and parent & toddler groups. 

The Diocese  Mercia Deanery. The Diocesan Registrar. 

World Church  The Provinces of Papua New Guinea, The Phillipines, Rwanda and Scotland. 
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Tony write 

 

Dear friends, 

I was quite excited, as I was writing this, by the return of Premiership and Champion-
ship football to our screens. Yesterday evening, I managed to tune into Manchester 
City v Arsenal and was quite startled by the strange atmosphere of watching profes-
sional football being played in an empty stadium. The artificial crowd sound, being 
played through the stadium sound system, was perhaps an aid for the players, but it still felt really weird 
from the point of view of the armchair spectator. There is nothing quite like the atmosphere of a football 
crowd and a competitive sporting fixture is robbed of a vital ingredient, when there are no spectators  
physically present. When I used to perform regularly on stage, I knew how different a dress rehearsal was 
from the first night in front of an audience. Dress rehearsals were synthetic but necessary affairs. The  
presence of an audience, however, has the ability to lift the performance to another level. 
It made me reflect on the other rather strange experience over the last three months of recording church 
services with no-one physically present. I try to imagine that you are all there listening, but there is an  
artificiality about it. There is no interaction, no to-and-fro. I have to try and imagine how you might be  
responding, rather than actually experience it. It has a “dress rehearsal” sort of feel. We must be grateful for 
the ways in which communication technology has enabled us to offer worship online during these weeks of 
isolation. It is better than nothing at all, but it is not the “real” thing, is it? I don’t know what it is like for you 
at home, but I would imagine you would also miss the interaction, the sense of being together with one  
another in a common purpose of worshipping God. 
Perhaps these weeks of forced isolation have taught us how much we actually need one another. There is a 
time and place for individual prayer and individual devotion and I am pleased that All Saints’ and  
St. Andrew’s are now open again for that purpose. I would suggest, though, that worship and even prayer 
are always communal exercises. I love the vision of worship and prayer presented by the evening hymn, “The 
day thou gavest Lord is ended.”  
 
“As o’er each continent and island the dawn leads on another day, 
The voice of prayer is never silent, nor dies the strain of praise away.” 
 
The worship of God is a global experience, which is happening around the world all the time and we are 
simply joining in at this moment in this place. This vision of worship is a challenge both to individualism and 
congregationalism. Worship and prayer are never just about “me and my relationship with God.” Nor are 
worship and prayer solely about what we do in our own particular congregations. When eventually we are 
able to gather together once again for worship, wouldn’t it be wonderful if we have a fresh, renewed  
appreciation of one another and the diverse gifts we bring to the community of faith? Could we say to one 
another (even if not necessarily out loud!), “I have missed you?” Wouldn’t it also be wonderful if we could be 
aware of our unity with all our brothers and sisters around the world? One of the tragedies of church history 
is that the Christian church has so often fragmented into like-minded groupings, particularly over the last 500 
years. When we worship God together with our own congregation, let us also be aware that we are  
worshipping with the whole people of God in all their diversity. We worship together with other Christians in 
our own Benefice and Diocese, but also with Roman Catholic Christians, with Pentecostal Christians, with  
African Christians, with American Christians, with black Christians and oriental Christians, with gay Christians, 
with persecuted Christians and so on and so forth. Without one another, we are even more impoverished 
than a football match without a crowd. Together we are God’s children. Together we are the people of God.  
God bless, 
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Benefice News 
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BENEFICE 200 CLUB  
 The June draw took place over the garden fence in the rain! Many thanks once again to Brian and Mary, 

the winning numbers were:-    

                1st – 122 ( Aston), 2nd – 110 ( Aston), 3rd – 143 ( Weston). 

If you would like to receive a copy of the magazine by email  rather than in a hard copy please contact me 
on the email address below and I will send you one.   (There is no charge for this, but a donation to your 

local church would be appreciated)  
Please inform me of any detail changes for contacts that are listed on pages 16 and 17 
All material for the August 2020 edition of the magazine to be sent to Joe Nutman at  

jnutman@btinternet.com by July 20th please.  
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On Line Services I know a lot of you have managed to access the on-line services, which we have posted on 
both the Aston and the Benefice websites. You just need to go to the page entitled “On Stream worship” In 
addition to Sunday services, there is also a service of Compline (night prayer) for each Wednesday and I 
have also posted a couple of relaxing meditations. If you have missed any services and want to catch up, 
there is also a link to the YouTube channel, where you will find the videos of all the services. 

We have started a weekly Bible Study at 7.00 pm on a Wednesday. This is via a conferencing program 
called Zoom. Zoom is easy to download onto your computer, smartphone or tablet. Once you have the app, 
you can join in the Bible Study by means of a link, which we will publish each week. Why not join us on 
Wednesday? If you have any trouble accessing or operating Zoom, please contact Ed or me for advice. We 
will do our best, as we are all learning new IT skills! 

Facebook Groups. There are now  Public Groups on Facebook for All Saints’ and for the Trent and Derwent 
Parish Churches. They are another convenient way of keeping in touch and will be especially useful once 
our services and activities start again. If you are not on Facebook or are unfamiliar with or are not used to 
social media, why not join just to access the church news? Let me know if you or someone you know wants 
to join.  

Private Prayer With thanks to those who helped clean and prepare the churches for opening, we are now 
able to open both Aston and Twyford churches during the day for private prayer. Please sanitise your hands 
on entering and leaving church and respect the cordoned off areas. Pass the word around in the community. 

Giving These are going to be financially challenging times for all our churches, as we shall be missing  
weekly collections, fees for weddings/funerals and fundraising events. At the same time, a lot of our  
regular expenditure continues. If you give regularly by envelope scheme, please let your church treasurer 
have envelopes through their letter-box, if you can manage this. If you do not belong to one of our free-
will offering schemes, please consider setting aside your normal giving and making a gift to your church 
whenever convenient. You may wish to consider making donations by standing order (have a word with 
your treasurer) or, if you are in Aston or Elvaston parishes, by joining the Parish Giving Scheme. 
Thank you for all your support! 
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  PA G E  

 



 Aston and Weston Mother’s Union 
 
Again, very little news for our members. The good news is that our church is now open every day for 
us to call in anytime for private prayer or just to sit quietly. We hope you are able to listen to Tony’s 
half-hour Sunday service and also hear him sing with Charlotte. Go to the web-site on 
<astonontrentchurch.org> then follow the link to – On stream worship.  

We have been told from Mary Sumner House that there will be no meetings until the end of July at 
the earliest, so our lunch out is cancelled, but maybe we’ll try to have a (socially distanced!) Garden 
Meeting in the churchyard as soon as possible. Hope you are still putting away £2 in a pot for every 
meeting we’ve had to cancel! 

The MU theme for June is Building Hope in time of trouble and so we continue to remember in our 
prayers all who have been affected by coronavirus and their carers and all those troubled by what 
has happened in the last few weeks. 

These words from the prophet Nahum chapter 7 may be helpful: 

  The Lord is good 

  A strong refuge in times of trouble 

  He cares for those who hope in Him. 
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Aston on Trent WI 
As we head into July, so we progress further out of lockdown. Clearly, we’re not out of the woods yet, 
but it seems optimism at this point is justified. The way forward may not be entirely smooth, but a clear 
path does seem to be emerging and it’s heartening to see the progress several countries are making, UK 
included. 

Shops are flinging open their doors and I’m sure we’re all continuing to support our local businesses 
wholeheartedly. Let’s encourage those in a position to do so, to spend their money locally and help our 
economy get back on its feet. 

“Bubbles” is the word du jour, replacing “unprecedented” none too quickly! It conjures feelings of opti-
mism and hope, rather than doom and gloom. Still, it’s a case of quick, quick, slow … caution is still ad-
vised to continue to keep us safe and well. 

Aston 

Historical Tour During lockdown I have recorded a visual historical tour of 
All Saints’, based on the tours I led for the Aston Local History Group. I hope 
to be able to record something similar in due course for the other churches. 
It is available on the Aston church website (on the History page). 

Tony 



Barrow 
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Progress on the transformation is moving apace.  I hope many of you have been  
able to keep up with the pictures that have gone on to our Facebook and 
 Instagram pages showing the clearance of the church, raising of the floor etc.   
The building now looks very different - it is open and seems much bigger than before! 
 
One issue that has arisen is the state of the joists under the old floor.  They are now not deemed suitable 
for our new flooring, and will be removed from the church next week. 
 
They will be placed in the churchyard and are available for anyone who would like  to use them in a wood 
burner.  There are quite a few, so please take what you would like to have.  They are over 100 years old, so 
well-seasoned and dry! 
 
All we ask is that, if you take some, that you could perhaps make a donation to the transformation fund to 
help us towards the extra cost of the new floor!! 
 
If you need any more information, please give me  ( Anne Heathcote) or any of the Project committee a call. 

 



Elvaston                                                                                              
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From the Registers 

Shardlow 

Funeral:  

29th June (at Trent Valley Crem.) Beatrice Bundy (93 yrs) 

Bishop Libby has shared this Derbyshire blessing, which 
was written by a friend of hers.  
 

A Derbyshire Blessing   
“May you know the perpetual joy of a Derbyshire blessing:  

where life giving water rises up within   
and brings birth to celebration, community   
and all the colours of flower, field and forest  

to cover you in a mantle of thanksgiving.  
  

May limestone crag, gritstone moor and winding river   
mould and shape your heart in never ending fellowship  

with the Creator of heaven and earth.  
May the land of hill farms, market towns and deep dales  

hold you in a community of Divine love   
formed by an earthly humility  

of belonging to a beauty both beyond you and a part of 
you   

because it is treasured unending in your heart.  
  

May you be blessed by a Derbyshire blessing   
where you join the co-creativity of Christ,   

and affirm together that for which your brow has sweated   
and your spirit laboured is  “not s' bad”,  

and in that humility be held always in this heavenly call  
which rests upon you and upon this tender, treasured, part 

of God's good earth.  
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A man and his wife were awakened at 3:00 am by a loud pounding on the door.  
The man gets up and goes to the door where a drunken stranger, standing in the pouring rain, is 
asking for a push. 
"Not a chance," says the husband, "it is 3:00 in the morning!" 
He slams the door and returns to bed. 
"Who was that?" asked his wife.. 
"Just some drunk guy asking for a push," he answers. 
"Did you help him?" she asks. 
"No, I did not, it's 3am in the morning and it's bloomin' well pouring with rain out there!" 
"Well, you have a short memory," says his wife. "Can't you remember about three months ago 
when we broke down, and those two guys helped us? I think you should help him, and you should 
be ashamed of yourself!  "God loves drunk people too you know." 
The man does as he is told, gets dressed, and goes out into the pounding rain. 
He calls out into the dark, "Hello, are you still there?" 
"Yes," comes back the answer. 
"Do you still need a push?" calls out the husband. 
"Yes, please!" comes the reply from the dark.  
"Where are you?" asks the husband. 
"Over here on the swing," replied the drunk..  

ELEPHANT IT IS 
I had a little elephant, I kept her in a shed, 

And when she grew quite hungry I’d throw a loaf of bread. 
I also gave her hay to eat, and a great big bowl of milk 

Which, I know’s, ambrosia to creatures of that ilk. 
 

One morning when I went, I saw that she’d unlatched the door 
And my little Ellie wasn’t with me any more. 

She was a clever little thing and she had used her trunk, 
Then stepped into the garden and quickly done a bunk. 

 

She wandered down the High Street and tried to board a bus 
But, size for size, she didn’t fit, and caused an awful fuss. 

She’d then gone down the station, and booked to Elmers End 
For there it was my Ellie hoped that she might find a friend. 

 

The passengers were hopping mad as she took up twenty places, 
But all went strangely quiet when she stared into their faces. 
At journey’s end the turnstiles wouldn’t let her out the door 
So my Ellie used her weight and crushed them to the floor. 

 

The stationmaster told her he’d had enough of hassle, 
Advising her to take a train to the Elephant & Castle. 

By the time she’d got there, it was growing dark 
So a nice policeman directed her to Regent’s Park. 

 

Ellie asked a passing pigeon if what she’d heard was true, 
That animals of every kind were welcomed at the Zoo. 

Of course, the bird replied, the people there don’t mind, 
Even funny ones, like you, with tails in front and tails behind.   

Brian Davies 
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Shardlow 
 

Jane Williams sent  some pictures of Shardlow St James churchyard. 

Through the church magazine  she thanks the powers that be that organised 

and paid for the cutting of the grass and the tidying of the churchyard, and 

of course whoever did such a good job, it looks really lovely and cared for, 

it’s a credit to the village. 

‘I very much appreciate and value the beautiful quiet place.’ 
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Swarkestone  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Building works continue at Swarkestone 

— looking good! 
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Twyford 

 

The good news is that Twyford church is now open  
during the hours of daylight for private prayer.  
Anne Bennett and family have cleaned and spruced  
it up. There are restrictions of course and, as  
yet no services are to be held, but how good to be  
able to be within those ancient walls again. 
  
The news from the Diocese of Derby puts it like this: 
  
“Individual prayer within a place of worship is defined as a person or house-
hold entering the venue to pray on their own and not as part of a group, led 
prayer or communal act. They should be socially distanced from other  
individuals or households. 
  
Collective or communal prayer and regular scheduled services are not yet 
permitted. 
  
Members of the public are advised to check a church's website or check with 
the vicar before going to a church to pray” 

St Mary the Virgin. 
Weston on Trent 

Sunday Services 

1st Sunday 10.30 Family Morning Prayer. 

4th Sunday 10.30 Family Communion, 

 



 

13 



 

14 



 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KipMcGrath Education Centres Derby South 
Does your child need help with English or Maths? 

We provide professional tutoring in English and Maths for children of 

all abilities aged 5 to 16 with only qualified teachers. Watch your child’s  

confidence and learning grow. 

 We are new to your local area at 852a Osmaston Road near 

Spider Island in Allenton to serve the local communities in 

the South of Derby. 
For more information or to book a FREE educational  

assessment please call Dave or Sue on  01332 381127  
    www.kipmcgrath.co.uk/derby-south 
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Euro Tech Security Systems 

Grange Farm Thulston 

Tel: 

01332676748 

07710317688 

2 

JK MUSIC SCHOOL 
Professional tuition  

PIANO KEYBOARD GUITAR 

UKELELE DRUMS AND SINGING 
101a Sitwell Street  Spondon  Derby  DE21  7FH 

01332 200149 
All ages welcome     All abilities welcome 

It’s never too late to bring music into your life 
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 jnutman@btinternet.com 
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Solicitors of Derby & Spondon 

  

STRAIGHTFORWARD, PRACTICAL ADVICE 

FOR INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES 
  
  

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 
  

Derby: 56 Friar Gate, Derby, DE1 1DF 

Spondon: 2 Chapel Street, Spondon, DE21 7JP 
  

Telephone: 01332 600005 
  

For more information please visit our 
website: www.aandco.co.uk 
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Broadbents 
Solicitors 
25 Iron Gate  

Derby 

Tel:01332 369090 
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A.M.H DECORATING 
Interior & Exterior.  Insured & Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 Adam Henshall 
Tel: 01332 669822  Mob: 07436814786  

A.M.H_DECORATING@MAIL.COM 
       www.facebook.com/amhdecor  

A  HADDON 

DECORATOR 
Fully insured 

01332 705226 

07961839366 

haddon.alan@gmail.com 
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 Beautifully crafted  

     HAND-MADE 
   Timber windows and doors 

Visit our Showroom: 
The Old Church, 31 Nottingham Rd, 

Ripley DE5 3AS 
 

www.timberwindows.com 
Tel: 01773 747456 

www.derwentwindows.co.uk 

Our timber products do not stick, 
warp or twist, require very little 

maintenance, offer modern 
standards of security and  

significant energy savings 
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